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Characteristics of New Varieties of Hydrangea: ‘Mangekyo and ‘Mikumo’

Hiroyuki Mekada®, Kazuhisa Haruki®, Masaru Kitagawa® and Katsuyuki Chikashige”
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Summary

In order to develop a new breed hydrangea suitable for a potted plant gift and featuring
double flowers, unique color, and more dwarf than conventional species, we started to cross
‘Sumidanohanabi’ and ‘Mrs. Kumiko' in 2005. Of the various strains resulting from the crossings,
we selected two promising breeds in 2011, ‘Mangekyo and ‘Mikumo , and examined their
characteristics in detail

1) ‘Mangekyo' is a double flowered variety of ball type hydrangea. The flower color of ‘Mangekyo’
can be either blue or red. The most distinguishing characteristic of ‘Mangekyo flowers is that
the periphery of each petal turns into decorative white as it comes to full blossom. ‘Mangekyo is
considered suitable for a potted flower, as it has small leaves, low plant height, and uniquely beautiful

color.

2) ‘Mikumo' is also a double flowered variety of ball type hydrangea. The flower color of ‘Mikumo’
can be either blue or red. The most distinguishing characteristic of ‘Mikumo' is that the color of the
flower is pale and a little grayish. The benefits of ‘Mikumo' are strong growth and large numbers of
flowers per strain. However, the plant height sometimes grows too high, and inflorescence tends to
be disturbed.
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