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Summary

We conceived an evaluation system for organized group farming regarding the level of business devel—
opment and regional / local benefits, and actual situations were assessed based on 10 indices for busi-

ness development and 12 indices for regional / local benefits.

1. Business development evaluation indices included: [0 farm size, [J sales per 10 are, [ gross income
per 10 are, O net income per member per 10 are, O ratio of net profit per member, O ratio of sales
profit, O turnover ratio of total capital, [ ratio of owned capital, 0 operator’s wages per hour, and

0 ratio of diversified (multiple) business.

2. Regional / local benefit indices included: O reduction of cultivation abandonment, [ prevention of
cultivation abandonment, [ preservation of marginally—surviving farmland in a village, 00 creation of
employment, [ support for continuation of agriculture, O ratio of ecological farming, [0 promotion of
community activities, [0 convenience for elderly residents, 0 preservation of residential area, 0O re—
taining people capable of bearing responsibility of community, O training for farmers, and, [0 recruiting

new farmers.

3. Survey results showed that, out of 50 points, average business development was 27.7 points, and
the average regional contribution (to local communities) was 32.8 points. Regional analysis indicated
benefits to local community were greater in mountain regions (34.7 points) compared with plain re—

gions (30.2 points).

4. Regarding the time elapsed after establishment of the organized group farming, business development
reached a certain acceptable level over 5 years and stayed flat, while benefits to local communities im—

proved in accordance with the years showing the greatest over 10 years.

5. In the organized group farming which had high points for regional / local benefits, evaluation points
were high especially in O promotion of community activity, 0 convenience for elderly residents, and

O preservation of residential area.

6. For improvement of convenience of elderly residents, it is necessary to relax or modify regulations
of the Agricultural Co—operatives Act and establish special zones for regions having significantly—

reduced agricultural village functions.

7. Due to problems of property management of absentee landlords, organized group farming of regional
benefits—type can be considered as a form of a“ regional management corporation” in terms of the
roles for bearing responsibility of the regional society, as well as bearing responsibility for regional ag—

riculture.



