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Melon seedling cultivation in small paper pots:

effects on growth and fruit quality
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Summary

We developed a labor—saving method that uses small paper pots for raising seedlings and elucidated
its influence on growth characteristics and fruit quality.

1. A suitable period for transplanting from paper pots was from about 40 hours after sowing, when
roots are visible at the bottom of pots, to about 56 hours after sowing, before budding.

2. In contrast to direct sowing, budding was steady and initial growth was uniform in this small-pot
culture. This tendency was more pronounced in early maturity culture, with iis associated lower soil
temperatures.

3. In contrast to nursing in molded trays or “cells”, growth was more rapid and the harvesting period
came earlier in small-pot culiure. This tendency was notable in retarding culture, In addition, plant
vigor was good until harvesiing. Fruit quality was stable with high sugar centent.

4. Smali-pot culture reduced work remarkably in comparison to conventional seedling raising, requiring
as little as one—sixth the labor time for seedling raising and about one-half the labor time for trans—

planting.





