The Ramsar Convention is en intergovernmental treety that has been established for the conservation of wetlands

and the promotion of their wise use,

A long time e
Meny cvilizetions Bourshed along fivers and other wetlands.

Since the Industrial R

Fivers hove gradually been dammed up and develoged for human use, Homes
and factorkes soon took over the anee untcuched river banka,

‘Watlands finction not only as critical habitots
for waterhirda, bat alao as an importent scosys—
tes that supports the natural environment af
mankind. We call upon everyone o work
together to conserve and restore all kinds of
wetlands,

In order to promote & more balanced and sus—
tninehla ralationship batwesn the lives of local
peapte and ndasiry, we advocate the wise use
of wetlands. The "wise use’ of wetlands as
defirmd by the Convention refars to the “sus—
talnakle utllizaton fior the benefit of mankind (n
& way compatible with the meintenance of the

natural proparties of the scosystem’

Ap part of the Ramsar Conventlon, the CEPA
Reaohutian was sdopted to encourage the can—
servation end wise use of the weilands.

And then--

In February of 1972,

In thie Imnian city of Ramser, on the soathemn shore of the Caspien Sca, 1B
countries canvencd to estehlish ' The Conventian Tor Wedlands of Interna
tianal Importence, especially 25 Waterfow] Hakitst”. In 1880, Japan signed
an ta the Hamser Coommenntion.

Famsar Cormeantian
Contracting Perties

- Qriginal Ramsar Convantion
Contracting Parties

Mon-Contracting Parties
{As of October, 2005)

152 Contracting Parties 1,608 wetland sites Totaling: 140,123,652 hectares

“*An area sporoximately 3.5 times larger than Jaar, 000 times lrger than Shinji-ko and Nakaumi combired.

(As of June 13, 2008
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