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Fishing trend and a ecology of Japanese Ivory-shell, Babylonia japonica,
at the Coastal Water in Shimane Prefecture

Atsushi Michine and Tomoyuki Kiyokawa

Abstract: We examined the catch fluctuation to confirm resource condition of Babylonia japonica
and the influence of an organic tin compound to Babylonia japonica, at the coastal water in
Shimane Prefecture. The resources of Babylonia japonica began to decrease suddenly after mid-
1980s, at the coastal water in Shimane Prefecture. However, by the effect of environmental
improvement, resources condition has turned to the increase tendency since 2000. Furthermore, it
was indicated that the new recruitment has been keeping up at high level in view of the catch
composition. There is a symptom of imposex in an improvement tendency by each investigation
about imposex and spawning examination. And it was guessed that the resources of Babylonia

Jjaponica recovered good condition on the reproduction.
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